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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SAM-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 

H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 10-14 OMB-01 DRC-01 /135 W 

108123 

P R 101522Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 128 
INFO AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 0893 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, AO, MZ 

SUBJECT: UNITA AND COREMO RESPOND TO COSTA GOMES 

1. LOCAL PRESS HAS REPORTED RESPONSES BY UNITA 

AND COREMO TO CALL BY PORTUGUESE JUNTA FOR FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS TO LAY DOWN ARMS. UNITA SPOKESMAN SAID MAY 9 
JUNTA MUST STOP SENDING TROOPS TO ANGOLA, MOZAMBIQUE AND 
GUINEA BISSAU AND WITHDRAW THOSE ALREADY THERE BEFORE ASKING 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS. SPOKESMAN 
ADDED COSTA GOMES' CEASEFIRE OFFER IS "POISONED 
GIFT AND IT IS NONSENSE FOR THE PORTUGUESE JUNTA TO 
ASK US TO LAY DOWN OUR ARMS" WITHOUT JUNTA TAKING FIRST STEP. 

2. COREMO STATEMENT ISSUED IN LUSAKA MAY 8 SAID CALL TO 
LAY DOWN ARMS "AND COME OUT OF HIDING" BEFORE BEGINNING 
NEGOTIATIONS IS TANTAMOUNT TO ASKING FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
TO SURRENDER. STATEMENT COMMENTED "CASEFIRE SHOULD BE 
THE RESULT OF FRUITFUL CONTACTS AND NEGOTIATIONS AND NOT A 
PREREQUISITE FOR CONTACTS AND NEGOTIATIONS." 
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3. MPLA'S LUSAKA OFFICE AS OF MAY 10 HAD ISSUED NO 
STATEMENT IN REPLY TO COASTA GOMES. 

4. TIMES OF ZAMBIA EDITORIAL MAY 10 APPLAUDED FRF, I .IMP'S 
REIECTION OF "SPINOLA'S ONE-SIDED CALL FOR A CEASEFIRE" 
STATING "THIS IS AS IT SHOULD BE." COMMENTING ON SPINOLA 
AS "INSTRUMENT OF FREEDOM" FOR PORTUGUESE COLONIES, 

TIMES SAID "THE SOONER ALL PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP ON THE 
AFRICAN CONTINENT REALIZES SPINOLA'SFAILURE, SO MUCH THE 
BETTER FOR THE NEXT BITTER, AND HOPEFULLY FINAL, PHASE OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE." 

WILKOWSKI 
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